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Researchers found that cats showed signs of grief, such as eating and playing less, after a
fellow pet had died.
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If a human or another animal close to them dies, does a cat grieve the loss?

That was the question a team of researchers from Oakland University in Michigan set out
to answer when they surveyed hundreds of cat owners about their cat’ s behavior after
another cat or dog in the household passed away.

The data showed that cats exhibited behaviors associated with grief — such as eating and
playing less — more often after the death of a fellow pet, suggesting they may in fact have
been in mourning.
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“ It made me a little more optimistic that they are forming attachments with each
other,” said Jennifer Vonk, a professor of psychology at Oakland University, who co-
authored the study, published in the journal Applied Animal Behaviour Science.
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“ It" snotthat | want the cats to be sad,” Vonk went on, “ [but] there is a part of us, |
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think, as humans that wants to think that if something happens to us our pets would miss
us.”

When Animals Mourn: Seeing That Grief Is Not Uniquely HumanThough animals from
elephants to horses to dogs have been shown to express signs of grief, less is known about
the emotional life of the domesticated house cat. Vonk said she knew of only one other
study on grief in domestic cats.
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For their research, Vonk and her coauthor, Brittany Greene, surveyed 412 cat
caregivers about how their feline companion acted after another pet in the house
died.
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They found that, after the death of a fellow pet, cats on average sought more attention
from their owners, spent more time alone, appeared to look for the deceased animal,
ate less and slept more.
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